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0  9  0 


•  0 

o  o 


Female 

2 

2 


Total 

3 


1  1 
1 


o 

o 


.45.45 

.23.8 


Tuberculosis,  respiratory 
Tuberculosis,  other  forms 
Syphilitic  Disease 
Di phthS riUo. 0000000.00000 

Whooping  c.Gngg&h . . 

Menengococcal  Infections. . . . . • . 
Acute  Poliomyelitis o 0 

i  _e  a.  Sles.  00000.0.  .000.00000  soooo 

Other  Infectious  &  Parasitic  Di 
malignant  Neoplasms,  Stomach. o » 
Malignant  Neoplasms,  Bronchus.. 
Malignant  Ne opl a sms ,  Bre as t 
iia  1  ign an  t  Ne  0  p  1  a  sm  s ,  Uterus. 


900009000900 

090030000000 
©OCOOOOO  9  0000003  0  3 

OOOOOC39COOO 

90099909009# 

0  0  0  9  9  0 

OOOOOO 

0  0  9 

QP  n 

0  9  0 

OOO 

0  9  0 

0  0  9 


Hale 

o  o  o  1 

9  o  ©  0 
0 

o  o 

9  0  0 

000 


00c 


0000 


000 

ses 

0  0  0 

000 

0  9  0 

COO 


O  O  O 

.0 

0 

0 
0 

o  o  0 

0  oO 
1 

3 

0 

.  0  0 


000 

0  0  9 

000 


Female 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

2 

0 


Total 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

3 

2. 

0 
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An  examination  of  the  statistics  of  this  area  "gainst  the  back 
ground  of  national  averages  reveries  certain  facts  and  call  for  some 
analysis. 

BIRTHS 

The  Birth  Rate  in  Totnes  is  11. 91  per  1,000  population.  In  order 
to  make  a  more  accurate  comparison  with  the  country  as  a  whole  a  special 
statistical  method  is  us^d  to  ascertain  the  correction  necessary  for  this 
comparison.  After  correction  the  biith  rate  is  13.68  which  is  still  below 
the  national  figure  of  15»7»  The  crude  birth  rate  for  Totnes  last  year 
was  11.35  p*s  compared  with  11. 91  for  this  year  showing  little  change  in 
the  situation.  These  figures  a.ru  not  surprising  for  ac  District  such  as  this 
There  there  is  a  large  proportion  of  retired  people  and  very  little 
industry. 

lb;-ths 

As  you  will  see  the  crude  death  rate  is  high,  16.43  but  when 
corrected  is  11*34  which  closely  approximates  to  the  national  figure  of 
11.7  The  Infant  mortality  rate  appears  alarming,  but  the  rate  is  calcul¬ 
ated  on  a  small  number  of  births  in  a  comparatively  small  population. 

The  infant  deaths  were  in  effect  due  to  congenital  malformation  ^nd 
prematurity  and  not  to  any  acquired  infection  or* disease. 

Classification  of  deaths  shows,  that  as  usual,  the  graatest  number  of 
deaths  is  due  to  he  ait  and  vascular  disease  and  this  year  the  number  of 
defir^dl  and  ill-defined  diseases  has  taken  a  further  leap.  This  is  due 
to  the  fact  that  Senility  comes  into  this  category,  when  the  cause  of  death 
is  not  further  identified. 


In  spite  of  the  abnormally  cold  weather  in  the  early  .part  of  this 
year,  there  has  bean  a  decrease  in  the  deaths  from,  infections  and  diseases 
of  the  respiratory  system.  This  is  a  clear  indication  of  the  value  of 
antibiotic  treatments.  Malignant  Neoplasms  as  a  cause  of  death  shows  an,} 
increase  -  18  as  compared  with  16  in  1955° 
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..s  will  be  seen  from  these  figures ,  there  has  been  no  large  seals 
epidemic  of  any  kind,  in  fact,  the  number  of  notifications  received  is 
the  lowest  I  have  ever  known. 


Tuberculosis  The  situation  with  regard  to  tuberculosis  is  satisfactory* 
3  Gases  (l -pulmonary  and  2  non-pulmonary )  have  been  notified  showing 
an  improvements  in  fact  they  are  down  by  half, on  last  year.  Hass 

Ra.d i o gr a phy ? _thc t ub ere ul. n r  testing  scheme  for  children  entering 
the  County  Primary  Schools  and  the  proposed  scheme  for  BHHo 

vaccination  for  the  13  year  age  group  will,  I  am  sure,  play  a  great 
part  in  the  early  diagnosis  of  the  disease  and  in  the  latter  case,  in 
the  prevention  of  it.  It  is  heartening  to  know  that  the  average  stay 
of  a  patient  at  the  Sanatorium  is  no-  greatly  reduced  and  that  the 
new  antibiotic  and  cheno  therapy  are  proving  so  successful.  Great 
progress  is  being  made  in  the  eradication  of  bovine  tuberculosis  by 


the  great  increase  in  the  number  of  attested  cattle  and  the  availability 


O  ' 
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ox  pasturised  milk.  All'. these  complicated  and  progressive 


schemes  for  the  prevention.  Diagnosis  treatment  etc,  of  Tuberculosis  are 
administered  by  the  County  Authority,  but  I  thought  it  a  good  thing 
to  give  them  some  space  in  my  report. 


case  of  acute  poliomyelitis  has  been  notified 


Poliomyelitis  N o 

during  the  year,  in  fact  there  were  relatively  few  in  the  whole  country. 
The  important  deveiopemnt  during  195b  wa's  the  introduction  of  a  British 
Poliomylitis  vaccine.  The  vaccinationswere  begun  in  May  and  June  and  , 
having  been  suspended  for  the  summer  months,  were  resumed  in  November* 
Owing  to  the  limited  supplies  of  the  vaccine  fewer  children  received  a 
course  of  injections  than  had  originally  been  estimated.  In  this 
area,  great  support  was  given  to  the  vaccination  scheme  by  the  local 
practitioners  and  by  their  encouragement  parents  were  very  soon  filling  up 
the  necessary  forms.  I  have  no  figures  available  of  the  children  who 
have  as  yet  received  the  full  course  of  innoculations ,  but  what  is  far 
more  important  for  the  moment,  I  can  say  that  I  have  not  heard  of  any  ill 
effects  or  reactions  following  the  injections.  And  so  we  move  into  1957 
confident  that  the  time  is  now  well  within  sight  whan  all'  children  will 


race ive 
live  s  o 


the 


poli 


o  vaccination 


routine  at  a  given  time  in  their  young 


Diphtheria  Immunisation  The  arrangements  for  Diphtheria  immunisation 
remain  the  same,  the  work  being  shared  by  the  local  practitioners,  the 
school  medical  officers  and  the  medical  officer  of  the  Child  welfare  Clinic 


The  combined  vaccine,  diphtheria  and  whooping  cough,  is  now  used  in  the 
schools  and  the  clinics.  The  local  practitioners,  however,  for  tho  main 

tetanus  vaccina  in 


part, are  using  the  triple  injection!*  which  include 
dition  to  the  original  comb  in-  >k  "  vaccine. 


C  V  vx 


Vaccination  Every  now  and  again  small  pox  burns  ^  Up  j_n  this  country 
and  serves  a  a  very  real  reminder  tlmt  this  is  still  a  very  killing 
disease  in  the  unprotected  and  so,  our  steady  campaign  goes  on  in  the 
consulting  roons  of  the  local  practitioners  and  at  clinics,  reminding 
parents  of  the  paramount  importance  of  vaccination.  The  fact  th  t  small 
pox  is  comparatively  rare  in  this  country  is  due  to  the  high  immunity 
level  of  the  people  as  a  whole ,  b rough  tbout  by  vaccination*  Dor  the 
safety  of  all  the  level  of  immunity  must  be  kept  up. 

Hospital  Accomodation  The  hospital  accomodation  'shows  no  change  and 
is  as  follows s- 

Totnos  and  District  Hospital  for  acute  cases 

24  available  bods  (  including  5  cots) 
Broomborough  Hospital  for  chronic  cases  135  beds 

"  "  national  Assistance  Part  III  43  beds 

accomodation  for  residential  cases  only 
*•  “  Maternity  Ming  13  beds 

12  cots. 


Maternity 


nd  Child  Velfare  There  is  no 


chang. 


to  report  in 


the 


spin 


of  maternity  and  child  welfar 


The  Maternity  Ie;&rtnent  in  Broomborough 


Hospital  provides  combined  efficiency  with  comfort  for  those  moth. 


who  chose  to 
confinement 


have  their  babies  in  hospital, 
t  trained  midwife  is  available. 


Dor  those  who  prefer  a  home 
Sterilized  packs,  gas  and  a 


apparatus  and  modern  equipment  is  supplied  "by  the  maternity  service 
for  the  use  of  midwives  engaged  in  domiciliary  midwifery* 


Child  /el  fare 


xhe  Child  Welfare  Clinic  with  its  fortnightly  afternoon 
sesslonsois  still  a  very /Institution  and  much  good  work  is  done  by 
those  who  have  a  share  in  its  admin i sti ation.  As  wall  as  the  usual 
advice  etc.  opportunity  is  given  for  children  to  be  vaccinated  or 
immun i  se  d  if  the  mo  the  r  s  so  w  i  sh . 

Nursing  Two  trained  nurse s,  who  are  also  certified  midwives ,  are  resident 
in  the~t own  and  are  responsible  for  the  home  nursing  and  maternity  ■••ork. 
Bach  of  the  nurses  have  a  country  district  in  addition  to  one  town  and 
with  tne ir  modern  transport  facilities  tney  are  able  to  deal  satisfactori 

"ith  it. 


Ambulance  Service  The  Ambulance  Service 


provides  two  ambulances  • nd 

drivers  and  also  attendants  as  required.  In  addition  it  provides  the 
hospital  car  service  which  is  of  immense  value  0  I  mentioned  earliet 

we  also  have  at  our  disposal  the  special  ambulance  for  premature  babids  - 
this  ambulance  is  stationed  at  Credit  on.  7/e  have  every  reason  to  be 
proud  of  our  ambulance  service  which  for  the  great  part  is  manned  by 
voluntary  workers,  It  haa  ,indeed,  a  groat  record,  and  the  enthusiumof 
these  men  and  women  is  never  ending.  The  ambulance s  now  carry  modern 
oxygen  equipment  and  ambulance  personnel.  are  trained  in  the  use  of  ic 
c?,nd  this  is  of  enorncuse  help  in  an  emergency  and  it  is  greatly  welcomed 
by  the  doctors. 

Home  Helps  This  service,  which  was  started  several  years  ago  provides 
home  helps  for  chronic  illness,  maternity,  blindness  etc.  it  serves  a 
very  useful  •  purpose  although  it  is  a  small  one  it  seems  adequate  for 
the  present  needs.  It  is  capable  of  expansion  il  the  necessity  arises. 


Care  of  the  Aged 


1956  saw 
for  those  of  advanced  years 
look  after  themselves.  Thi 
asset  to  the  town.  I  would 
and  other  interested  organ i 


efforts  t'o  the  cause  of  the 
i? Pome r oy  House u  f  i rmly  on  i 
programme  is  to  ^quip-  and 
ideaJ  I  look  forward  to  re 
near  future. 


the  opening  of  ;l Pomeroy  House11  as  a  home 
who  find  it  difficult  to  live  alone  and 
s  is  a  gre-t  achievment  and  an  enourmous 
like  to  thank  the  Old  Polks  Welfare  Committee 
nations  -nd  institutions  for  their  untiring 
old  folks.  And  no.  having  established 
ts  feet,  I  hear  that  the  next  item  on  the 
maintain  a  Rest  R.oom*  That  a.  splendid 
porting  on  its  official  opening  in  the 


Hous 


Aiw^^ing  In  the  pa,st  year  17  three -bedrom  houses  and  13  old  people's 
bungalows  weiw  completed  at  Paige  Aiams  Road.  As  subsidies  for  tne 
normal  housing  programme  have  now  been  removed,  only  houses  in  slum 
clearance  areas  will  be  built  with  subsidy  and  the  Borough  Engineer 
informs  me  that  w 0 rk  is  x-^oceeding  on  the  layout  of  a  scheme  in 
V/estonf  ieldsto  accommodate  anyne ce ssary.  rebuilding  occasioned  by  slum 
clearance . 

Wa ter  Supply  Despite  the  dry  period  experienced  in  the  early  part 
or  the  year  no  difficulty  was  experienced  within  the  Borough  og  Totnes 
No  restrictions  were  imposed  even  on  the  watering  of  garden^  and  the 
three -monthly  bacteriological  samples  proved  excellent. 

Pood  1.  The  following  are  various  types  of  food  premise ss 


Shops £ 

Pood  Pactoriew; 

Hotels  &  Public  Houses 
Canteens  1 
Schools  £ 

Ho  spita.ls  s 
Hostels  £ 


43 

2 

21 

8 

4 
2 
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2.  Pood  premises,  by  tyx>e  ,  registered  under  Section  16 
of  the  Pood  and  Drugs  Act,  1955J 


Isa  Cream 


rss  ^ 
Confectioners ;  4 
Greengrocers!  1 
Cinema :  1 
General  Stores;  2 
Cafes;  11 
Dairies;  3 
Canteens;  2 


Preparation  and  manufacture 
of  preserved  fools; 

But she  rs  $  8 

Grocers;  1 

Greengrocers;  1 

Da i ry  s  1 

Factory;  1 

Dairies  registered  under  the  Milk  and  Dairies 
HiguIa“trona"X949^5'41  Xi~ . . . . . . 

3»  Inspections  have  been  periodically  carried  out  on 
all  food  premise sf  “but  none  need  remarking  upon. 

4.  Ho  new  educational  activity  on  food  hygiene . 

5.  Meat,  etco  (condemned)*  Disposed  to  approved  firms 
for  digestions  other  foods  buried  on  refuse  tip 
after  spoliation. 

6.  There  have  been  no  special  examination  of  stocks 
of  food  or  consignments. 

7*  The  ice  cream  (Heat  Treatment 9  etc.)  Regulations 
1947“55  (i°  n°t  apply  as  none  of  the  ice  cream  is 
manufactured  "within  the  torn. 

8.  kll  establishments  catering  for  the  public  have 
been  circularised  and  given  copies  of  the  Pood 
Hyg  iene  Regulations 9  19 55“ 56° 

F.,CTQRIBS  &  V/ORHSHOPS . 

These  have  been  inspected  and  several  preliminary 
notices  were  served  on  various  owners 9  dealing  with 
sanitary  natters*  but  in  no  case  was  it  necessary 
to  serve  a  Statutory  Hot ice. 


During  the  summer  months  many  complaints  were  received  of  the 
appearance  of  biting  insects  in  the  region  of  tne  Coronation  Road  and 
at  the  request  of  the  Council  some  investigations  were  made. 

Specimens  cf. '  suspe c ted  insects  were  collected  and  submitted  to  the 
Pathological  Department  of  the  Torbay  Hospital  for  identification. 
They  were  found  to  be  of  the  family  of  Ceratopogonidge ,  common ally 
known  as  the  Bting  nidge  and  therefore  anuiso-nce,  but  not  a  great 
danger  to  the  community. 


ijad  sos  as  you  will  have  realised  on  reading  this  report  9  1958 
has  been  a  very  satisfactory  ye-r  from  the  health  point  of  view. 


Finally ,  I  would  like  to  thank  all  tho  §87  Vtr. f f  and  members  of  the 


Council  who  hove  supported  r,e 
an  indeed  grateful. 


so  loynlly  this  ye r. r ,  os  alr/nys. 


I 


I  hove  the  honour  to  he 

Yo  r  obedient  servant. 


\\o 


10  Cl 


ical  Officer  of  Health, 


